STS Starter Kit
What is Bible Study?

 Bible study is the art of asking and answering questions of the Bible text.

Your Bible study should be centered on these principles:

1. Original Investigation (You and the Bible Text no commentaries)
2. Written Reproduction (Write down your thoughts, this helps you develop convictions and communicate your thoughts to others later)
3. Systematic and Consistent (You should have a plan for study each week and a plan to help you be comprehensive in your studies.  After studying for sometime you will develop this on your own)

4. Must lead to Application (The Bible is not given to us to make us smarter but to help us become more like Christ!)

5. Must be Pass-On-Able (After discipling others you will be quick to find that you will run out of illustrations, if your Bible study is not pass-on-able you cannot help someone beyond the point of the illustrations you know, Bible study ensures you continue to grow and therefore allows you to continue to help others.  Pass-on-ableness does not happen by accident we must strive for it) 

Steps for Verse Analysis:

Get the Bible text you are studying and block it (No paragraphs, no numbers, no titles just the text)

Read the text at least 5 times (you might try adding the chapter you are studying for the week to your quiet time each day) 

During the first read you are just recording your observations; things like words you don’t understand and want to define, you are looking for repetitive words, phrases that stick out, verses that are generally challenging.

On the second read through you continue with your observations and are beginning to find the paragraph breaks in the text.

While reading through the third time you continue to mark your observations and you are trying to title the paragraph breaks that you have made.

As you read through the fourth time you are deciding what you think are the Main themes.

Lastly your fifth time through you are considering what you think might be your key theme, key verse and how you might title your study this week
Upon completing this process you have finished your outline, main themes, and having gotten a great start on your observations and isolating the key thought! (Steps 1-4 on the STS format)    
Now comes the process of working through each verse (This would be using the table including in the format)

Let me suggest 6 steps 

1. Record your observations.  This is simply writing the text in your own words what you heard when your read through that verse.

2. Write any questions you might have.  What does the verse mean, what does this word mean, why does this matter to me, etc… (This helps you become a better  detective of the scriptures)
3. Define any words that you don’t understand and record any insight this may give             you.
4. Include cross-references of this passage or verse and record insight this gives you.

5. Record your interpretation of the verse or passage after doing this process, so what does this verse mean to you now after having studied through this passage.

6. State your application.  Here you will record what you have discovered God wants you to change.  

You may have all six of these steps for each verse or just one or two of these steps for each verse.  Feel free to group verse together and study them as a whole, and feel just as free to do each verse individually; but ensure that you do not lose the context of the passage.

It might look like this in the format:

	Vs.
	(  )
	Observations

	1-5
	O
	Paul states that he is an apostle sent from God.  He then emphasizes that he was sent from God not man or by the design of men.  

	
	Q
	Why is it so important that Paul say he was sent from God?  What is an apostle?  Am I an apostle?  What if Paul was sent from men?

	
	D
	Apostle – 652 apostolos – he that is sent as a ambassador of Christ An ambassador has no authority of his own.  Only the authority that he represents

	
	CR
	Rom 1.1, 1 Cor 1.1 Paul states this same type of intro for these two books also. 

	
	I
	I must be sure that I am partnering with God not mis-representing God.  I am an ambassador and the good I have for others comes not from man/myself but from God. 

	
	A
	Be sure to remain humble and ask God to lead me as I meet with others so that I might partner with him and not give wisdom from men, but God.

	6-
	
	


Or hopefully something better that that! (That was Galatians if that matters)

To finish up just transfer your thoughts that you did on the text over to the format. Steps 1-3 are done just type them up.  

Now work on Isolating Your Key Thought.

What is the biggest thing that stuck out to you?  What verse? Type those out and record your thoughts in paragraph form.  Now try and Title your study in five words or less. (The title is good because it helps you remember what the chapter was about later on.)   

Finally choose your application.  It is probable that you will have many applications from your study but pick one thing that you will concentrate on this week.  Record at step five.

That is it!

This is not meant to be complete without walking through and talking through this with someone.  If you are confused ask someone for help.
